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ECONOMIC GAINS FROM SPACE RESEARCH 
ANNCR : 

THE U.S, SPACE SHUTTLE ~- THE ENTERPRISE -- IS UNDERGOING 
TEST FLIGHTS AND LANDINGS. AND SCIENTISTS SAY THE SHUTTLE 
COULD INAUGURATE A NEW INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION ~- IN SPACE, 

VOA BUSINESS AND ECONOMICS EDITOR FRANK FEINBERG TELLS HOW: 
VOICE: 

STARTING IN 1980, AND FOR THE NEXT TEN YEARS, THE SPACE 
SHUTTLE SYSTEM IS EXPECTED TO BE FULLY OPERATIONAL, AND WILL 
CONDUCT A WIDE RANGE OF EXPERIMENTS FOR INDUSTRY. FOR A 
MINIMUM OF THREE-~THOUSAND DOLLARS, A COMPANY CAN RESERVE ROOM 
FOR AN EXPERIMENT ABOARD A SHUTTLE FLIGHT, 

THE SHUTTLE ~~ PART AIRCRAFT, PART SPACECRAFT -- COULD 
OPEN THE DOOR TO SPACE INDUSTRIALIZATION, BRINGING AMERICAN 
BUSINESS INTO PARTNERSHIP WITH SPACE SCIENCE. THIS MERGER 
OF TECHNOLOGY AND THE MARKETPLACE IS EXPECTED TO GREATLY 
ADVANCE COMMUNICATIONS, UNCOVER NEW SOURCES OF OIL, GAS 
AND VALUABLE MINERALS, AND ESTABLISH THE FOUNDATION FOR 
LARGE-SCALE USE OF SOLAR ENERGY, 

A GROWING NUMBER OF AMERICAN BUSINESSES ALREADY HAVE 
ACCEPTED THE SPACE CHALLENGE, AND MUCH MORE OF INDUSTRY IS 
EXPECTED TO PARTICIPATE AS THE PROGRAM ADVANCES, THE CHALLENGE 
IS TO IMPROVE EXISTING PRODUCTS AND SERVICES, AND TO CREATE 
NEW ONES THROUGH USING THE UNIQUE PROPERTIES IN SPACE -- THINGS 
SUCH AS WEIGHTLESSNESS, POTENTIALLY LIMITLESS ENERGY, AND A 
HIGH VANTAGE POINT, WITHOUT THE PHYSICAL CONSTRAINTS OF GRAVITY, 


EQUIPMENT COULD BE MOVED ABOUT MUCH MORE EASILY. 
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OF ALL INDUSTRIES, THE COMPUTER BUSINESS HAS PROBABLY 
PROFITED MOST FROM SPACE TECHNOLOGY. THROUGH RESEARCH FOR 
SPACE EXPERIMENTS, SYSTEMS WERE EVOLVED FOR COMPUTER APPLICATION, 
AND SALES OF COMPUTERS ZOOMED. U.S. EXPORTS OF COMPUTERS 
INCREASED FOURTEEN-HUNDRED PER CENT IN THE FIRST DECADE OF 
THE SPACE AGE, AND COMPUTER SALES ARE GROWING AT THE RATE OF 
FORTY PER CENT A YEAR, 

WEATHER FORECASTING HAS GAINED IN ACCURACY WITH EACH 
NEW WEATHER PROJECT IN SPACE, THE IMMEDIATE OBJECTIVE 1S 
PRECISE FIVE-DAY FORECASTS. THIS COULD MEAN SOME FIVE-THOUSAND- 
MILLION DOLLARS IN SAVINGS A YEAR IN THE UNITED STATES ALONE 
IN AGRICULTURE, CONSTRUCTION, TRANSPORTATION, RECREATION AND 
OTHER INDUSTRIES. 

A ZINC-BASED COATING THAT PROTECTS METAL AGAINST SALT 
SPRAY WAS DEVISED BY SPACE RESEARCHERS, AND NOW USE OF THE 
COATING ON BRIDGES, OFFSHORE DRILLING RIGS, SHIPS AND UTILITY 
PIPELINES HAS CREATED A BIG NEW INDUSTRY. 

THESE AND HUNDREDS OF OTHER APPLICATIONS ALREADY HAVE 
EVOLVED FROM THE AMERICAN SPACE PROGRAM. AND 8Y THE CLOSE 
OF THIS CENTURY, SOME AUTHORITIES PREDICT, BUSINESS RELATED 
TO SPACE RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT WILt CONTINUE TO ADD 
THOUSANDS OF MILLIONS OF DOLLARS ANNUALLY TO THE ECONOMY. 


JS/PY 


